skill, and ingenuity have failed, chance may direct the steps of the humblest labourer, or a lucky thought may give the clue by which the mystery may be unravelled : this can alone support an adventurer such as I am, and be his only apology for venturing to meddle with this most difficult of all speculative subjects.
You will agree with me that a theory of fever is wanted : one, at least, which might in some degree guide the practitioner ; for even now, notwithstanding the many that have seem the light, we are forced to acknowledge that we grope in the dark, and to confess that our practice owes its success more to chance than to science. I know it to be the opinion of some that a rational and successful plan of treatment may be found independent of the knowledge of the proximate cause of fever. In this opinion, however, I cannot coincide;
for, although we be successful in our practice, and therefore 
